Chiari malformation type I (CM-I) is a common pediatric disorder in which the cerebellar tonsils herniate the foramen magnum with associated spinal symptoms. The purpose of this study is to determine if the preoperative Pediatric Quality of Life Inventory (PedsQL) score is predictive of intermediate-term PedsQL outcomes following Chiari decompression surgery. The utility of preoperative patient-reported outcomes (PROs) to postoperative PROs has been previously demonstrated in adult spine surgery. However, to our knowledge, there is currently no widely accepted tool to predict short-, intermediate-, or long-term outcomes after pediatric Chiari decompression surgery.
